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The terrorists cannot defeat us on the bat-
tlefield. The only way they can win is if we
lose our nerve. That will not happen on my
watch. Withdrawing our troops from Iraq
prematurely would betray the Iragi people
and would cause others to question Amer-
ica’s commitment to spreading freedom and
winning the war on terror. So we will honor
the fallen by completing the mission for
which they gave their lives, and by doing so,
we will ensure that freedom and peace pre-
vail.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8:50 a.m. on
August 12 at the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX,
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 13. The
transcript was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on August 12 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Remarks at the Little League
Baseball Southwest Regional
Championship Game in Waco, Texas

August 13, 2005

Thank you all for the warm welcome. Wel-
come to Texas. Steve, thank you very much
for inviting me. Mayor DuPuy, thank you
very much for being such a gracious host for
this important regional tournament. It’s great
to see you. I'm proud to be here, by the way,
with the mayor of Crawford, Texas, Mayor
David Posten. Mr. Mayor, it’s good to see
you. Laura and I are really thrilled to be here.

Before I say something about the families
here, I do want to thank the Pride of the
Blue, the Robinson High School Band, for
being here.

I particularly want to say to the coaches
of both teams, thanks for setting such a good
example. Thanks for taking time out of your
lives to help these young men understand the
importance of teamwork and sportsmanship
and hard work.

To the families who are here, thank you
very much for supporting your Little Lea-
guer. Thanks for taking time out of your life
to set such a good example for them and
show them the love and compassion that is
necessary.
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And to the players, congratulations to you.
You've worked hard to get here. Laura and
I and Condi are looking forward to seeing
a great game. We wish you all the very best.

Play hard. Play fair. Play to win. God bless
you all, and may God continue to bless our
great country. Thank you very much.

NotE: The President spoke at 7:45 p.m. at Marvin
Norcross Stadium. In his remarks, he referred to
Steven D. Keener, president and chief executive
officer, Little League International; Mayor Vir-
ginia DuPuy of Waco, TX; and Mayor David
Posten of Crawford, TX.

Statement on the 70th Anniversary of
Social Security

August 14, 2005

For 70 years, Social Security has been a
vital program and helped millions of Amer-
ica’s seniors in retirement. The Social Secu-
rity system is sound for today’s seniors, but
there is a hole in the safety net for younger
workers. On this 70th anniversary, we renew
our commitment to save and strengthen So-
cial Security for our children and grand-
children and keep the promise of Social Se-
curity for future generations.

Statement on Iraqi Progress Toward
a Draft Constitution

August 15, 2005

Iragi leaders have announced that they
have made substantial progress toward a
draft constitution. They have indicated that
their deliberations will continue beyond
today to refine the text and build an enduring
consensus. I applaud the heroic efforts of
Iraqi negotiators and appreciate their work
to resolve remaining issues through contin-
ued negotiation and dialog. Their efforts are
a tribute to democracy and an example that
difficult problems can be solved peacefully
through debate, negotiation, and com-
promise. We wish the Iraqi leaders and the
Iraqi people well as the negotiators complete
the constitutional drafting process.
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Proclamation 7917—National
Airborne Day, 2005

August 15, 2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Americans live in freedom because of the
extraordinary bravery, sacrifice, and dedica-
tion to duty of the members of our Armed
Forces. From the first official Army para-
chute jump 65 years ago, our country’s Air-
borne troops have played a crucial role in
the defense of our Nation and our liberty.
On National Airborne Day, we pay special
tribute to these courageous soldiers who
served with honor and integrity.

On August 16, 1940, the successful first
jump of the Army Parachute Test Platoon
laid the foundation for a new and innovative
method of combat that helped contribute to
an Allied victory in World War II. These bold
pioneers answered the call of duty and set
an example for future generations to follow.
Since the designation of the Army’s first Air-
borne division, the 82nd Airborne, on August
15, 1942, our Airborne troops have per-
formed with valor. The brave men and
women of our Airborne forces have worked
to defeat tyranny, advance the cause of lib-
erty, and build a safer world.

Today a new generation of Airborne forces
is fighting a war against an enemy that threat-
ens the peace and stability of the world. At
this critical time, Airborne forces of the
Army, Navy, Marines, and Air Force are con-
tinuing the noble tradition of the first sky
soldiers. Americans are grateful for the serv-
ice of our Airborne forces and all our troops,
and we are inspired by the strength and sac-
rifice of our military members and their fami-
lies.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim August 16, 2005,
as National Airborne Day. I encourage all
Americans to honor those who have served
in the Airborne forces, and I also call upon
all citizens to observe this day with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

1287

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of August, in the
year of our Lord two thousand five, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., August 17, 2005]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on August 18.

Memorandum on Continuation of
United States Drug Interdiction
Assistance to the Government of
Colombia

August 17, 2005

Presidential Determination No. 2005-32

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Defense

Subject: Continuation of U.S. Drug
Interdiction Assistance to the Government of
Colombia

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 1012 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 1995, as
amended (22 U.S.C. 2291-4), I hereby cer-
tify, with respect to Colombia, that (1) inter-
diction of aircraft reasonably suspected to be
primarily engaged in illicit drug trafficking
in that country’s airspace is necessary be-
cause of the extraordinary threat posed by
illicit drug trafficking to the national security
of that country; and (2) that country has ap-
propriate procedures in place to protect
against innocent loss of life in the air and
on the ground in connection with such inter-
diction, which shall at a minimum include
effective means to identify and warn an air-
craft before the use of force is directed
against the aircraft.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to publish this determination in the
Federal Register and to notify the Congress
of this determination.

George W. Bush



